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Dropped objects – not cargo
Keep it tidy

Dear all,

G2 Ocean is committed to providing a safe and 
healthy work environment for all personnel involved 
in our operations. The purpose of our Safety 
Bulletins is to raise awareness of health & safety 
risks associated with cargo operations.

G2 Ocean works with several hundred stevedore 
companies worldwide. We believe that by seeking 
and sharing insights across company and country 
boundaries, we can prevent future incidents 
together. Descriptions of incidents will always be 
fully anonymised.

This edition is about three incidents of dropped 
items, none of which were cargo. 

If you have any feedback, please email                            
us at: safety@g2ocean.com

Best regards G2 Ocean Team

Insight

A stool landed on top of pulp cargo. 

It is one of G2 Ocean’s «Life-saving Rules» to wear
PPE. Wearing a helmet in the cargo hold can protect
against small, falling objects like screwdrivers.

Recently there have been two
separate incidents of dropped
items from vessel cranes. It was
not cargo that came falling down.

A stool and a screwdriver had
been left behind, after 
completion of maintenance jobs. 
Later these items dropped into 
the cargo holds.  

We have become aware of a 
third, similar incident, which did
not happen on a G2 Ocean 
vessel. A drill bit fell from a
granite block. See next page for
more info.
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Lesson learned:

• The screwdriver and the 
stool dropped several 
meters. Despite the 
relatively low weight there 
was a potential for severe 
injuries.  Nobody was hit. 
Both incidents were near 
misses.

• The drill bit hit a stevedore 
in the forehead, and 
tragically he did not survive 
the injuries.

Consequences:

• G2 Ocean will alert our granite 
shippers and customers to the incident 
of the drill bit. To reduce  the risk of a 
similar incident in the future, we must 
engage the whole value chain. 

• After a job is completed, remember to 
return all equipment and tools used to 
a safe storage place. It is good practice 
to use tool lanyards when working at 
height.

• Keep a safe distance to crane 
operations . Work under the 
assumption that loose items, or the 
cargo unit itself, may drop down.  

Insight is one of G2 Ocean’s safety behaviours. We expect this behaviour from our 
own employees, and everyone we work with. As a vessel operator we will be 
transparent about incidents that comes to our attention and alert relevant people 
in the value chain: Customers, shippers, cargo surveyors, crew and stevedores.

Drill bits are 
used to extract 
granite blocks 
at the quarry. *

Loading granite.*

This drill bit was 
partly embedded 
in a granite block. 
It came loose 
during loading 
and and hit a 
stevedore below.

* These pictures are not related to the incident.
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